
JOHNSON John Alfred 

 

 Private: Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regiment): 2nd Battalion.  

Age: 24 Killed in action: 01/07/1916  

Service No: 17024  

Husband of Mrs. M. S. Proud (formerly Johnson), of Forest Rd., Wokingham, Berks. He was born in 

Maidenhead 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 had been  in Jhasi, India. Returned to England, landing 22 October 1914. 

October 1914 : attached to 25th Brigade, 8th Division. 

The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

points around the British Empire. The Division moved to the Western Front in November 1914, a badly-needed 

reinforcement to the BEF which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war, taking part in the following actions:    Battle of Neuve Chapelle;    The Battle of Aubers;    

The Action of Bois Grenier ; The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). He was one of 

56000 casualties sustained by the British on this day. 

"Leading the 23rd Brigade out into Mash Valley, the 2nd Battalion Middlesex Regiment and 2nd Battalion 

Devonshire Regiment managed to gain the German front lines and even a distance beyond, but they found 

themselves being fired at from three sides and their casualties soon grew to a thousand men between them - 

more than half their number. 70 survivors managed to hang on in the German front line for a while but soon 

their grenades and ammunition ran out and they too were forced to retire. 

In the centre of the Division the attack against Ovillers was carried out by the 2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire 

and 2nd Battalion Lincolnshire. Whilst in theory they were going to be afforded some shelter from fire, they felt 

the full weight of a German counter barrage and half their number fell before seeing the enemy's front line. 

The 70th Brigade's leading battalions: the 8th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI) and the 

8th Battalion York and Lancaster, succeeded in crossing no-man's land and got into the German front line but 

their supporting waves of infantry came under increasing fire from the German barrage. 

On the Brigade's left the defenders on the Thiepval Ridge were starting to beat off the assault by 32nd Division 

and now found themselves able to turn their attentions elsewhere - including the exposed flank of 70th 

Brigade."  

John earned the  1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: IX. C. 6. Cemetery: 

OVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY 

On 1 July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the 

Somme, the 8th Division attacked Ovillers and the 

34th Division La Boisselle. The villages were not 

captured, but ground was won between them and to 

the south of La Boisselle. On 4 July, the 19th 

(Western) Division cleared La Boisselle and on 7 

July the 12th (Eastern) and 25th Divisions gained 

part of Ovillers, the village being cleared by the 48th 

(South Midland) Division on 17 July. The two 

villages were lost during the German advance in 

March 1918, but they were retaken on the following 

24 August by the 38th (Welsh) Division. Ovillers Military Cemetery was begun before the capture of Ovillers, 

as a battle cemetery behind a dressing station. It was used until March 1917, by which time it contained 143 

graves, about half the present Plot I. The cemetery was increased after the Armistice when Commonwealth and 

French graves where brought in, mainly from the battlefields of Pozieres, Ovillers, La Boisselle and 

Contalmaison. There are now 3,439 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or 

commemorated in the cemetery. 2,479 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to 24 

casualties believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials record the names of 35 casualties, buried 

in Mash Valley Cemetery, whose graves were destroyed in later fighting. The cemetery also contains 120 

French war graves. The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. No. of Identified Casualties: 1080 

note the records of the Commonwealth War Graves have 30 J A. Johnsons killed in WW1. It is believed these 

details relate to the John Johnson from Tollesbury, who was known to have died at the opening days of the 

Battle of the Somme.  
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